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CONFIDENTIAL WELLINGTON 0132 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MNUC, MARR, NZ 

SUBJECT: PRIME MINISTER'S STATEMENT ON NPW VISITS 
REF WELLINGTON 01 13 (DTG 142152Z JAN 76) 

1 . PM'S JANUARY 14 STATEMENT REGARDING NPW VISITS, 

REPORTED REFTEL, IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWED HIS LENGTHY AND FRANK 
DISCUSSIONS WITH VISITING SENATORS AND CONGRESSMEN DURING 
WHICH HE INDICATED HIS GOVERNMENT WOULD, AFTER DUE 
DELIBERATION, ALLOW VISITS BY USN NPW'S. IN EARLIER 
DISCUSSIONS, I HAD HAD WITH BOTH PM 

AND FOREIGN MINISTER, IT WAS OBVIOUS THIS DECISION WAS 
FORTHCOMING BUT TIMING OF ANNOUNCEMENT HAD NOT BEEN 
INDICATED. 

2. DISCUSSIONS CODELS HAD WITH PM AND DEPUTY PM/FOREIGN 
MINISTER TALBOYS WERE PARTICULARY USEFUL 

IN REEMPHASIZING MUTUAL SECURITY BENEFITS TO BE DERIVED 
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AND IN REMOVING ANY DOUBTS THAT MAY EXISTED ABOUT U.S. 
LIABILITY IN EVENT OF REACTOR INCIDENT. 

3. IT IS, OF COURSE, IMPORTANT TO NOTE THAT 

PM HAS IN HIS STATEMENT DRAWN DISTINCTION BETWEEN 
NUCLEAR-PROPELLED AND NUCLEAR- ARMED VESSELS. THIS 
LEAVES A MATTER FOR FUTURE CONSIDERATION. 

4. IN ANY EVENT, PM WAS OBVIOUSLY SO ENTHUSED AFTER 
TALKING WITH VISITING SENATORS AND CONGRESSMEN THAT ON 
SPUR OF MOMENT HE DECIDED TO ANNOUNCE A POSITIVE 
DECISION BY HIS GOVERNMENT ON NPW VISITS. IN DOING SO, 

HE WAS IMPLEMENTING AN UNDERTAKING WHICH HE HAD GIVEN 
ME PRIOR TO NATIONAL PARTY'S DRAMATIC REELECTION TO 
OFFICE IN NOVEMBER. I AM CERTAIN DEPARTMENT AND OTHER 
AGENCIES IN WASHINGTON AND THE FIELD ARE AS GRATIFIED AS 
I OVER THIS DEVELOPMENT. 
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